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schools were damaged, and as the water has 
continued to recede, the extent of devastation 
is still being realized. It was most definitely a 
flood of historic proportions. 

Louisiana is known for its joie de vivre: we 
work together, we play, fish and hunt together, 
and this event showed just how strong that 
community spirit shines throughout our state. 
We came together to volunteer at shelters, 
dispatch our own ‘‘Cajun Navy’’ in rescue ef-
forts, lend hands to gut flood-stained homes, 
and donate millions of dollars to post storm re-
lief efforts. 

It has been said before, and remains true, 
Louisianans are resilient. We have persevered 
before and we will again. 

Unfortunately, this tragic event resulted in 
the death of 13 individuals—two deaths in Liv-
ingston Parish, two in St. Helena, five in East 
Baton Rouge, three in Tangipahoa and one in 
Rapides Parish. 

As our community begins to recover from 
this devastation, I simply ask my colleagues to 
stand with me, my colleagues from our Lou-
isiana delegation, and with the State of Lou-
isiana for a moment of silence in remem-
brance of those we lost. 
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JESSICA NOFFSINGER 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 7, 2016 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Jessica 
Noffsinger, teacher at the STEM Magnet Lab 
School in Northglenn, CO, for her 2016 Presi-
dential Award for Excellence in Mathematics 
and Science Teaching (PAEMST). 

The PAEMST program, administered by the 
National Science Foundation on behalf of the 
White House Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy, recognizes outstanding teach-
ers for their contributions to the teaching and 
learning of mathematics and science. Jessica 
has been an active teacher at the STEM Mag-
net Lab School and has played an integral 
role in ensuring her students are prepared 
with critical thinking and problem-solving skills 
that are vital to their future success. 

Jessica’s dedication to teaching and com-
mitment to her students serves as a role 
model for other teachers and is exemplary of 
the type of achievement that can be attained 
with hard work and perseverance. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Jes-
sica Noffsinger for her PAEMST Award and 
for representing the great State of Colorado 
on a national level. I have no doubt she will 
exhibit the same dedication and character in 
all of her future accomplishments. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE LOUDOUN 
COUNTY DIVISION OF PROCURE-
MENT 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 7, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ac-
knowledge the Loudoun County Division of 
Procurement (LCDP) which has received the 

Achievement of Excellence in Procurement 
Award from the National Procurement Insti-
tute. 

The Loudoun County Division of Procure-
ment has worked tirelessly to achieve this 
award consecutively for the past 18 years. 
Loudoun County is one of only nine govern-
ment agencies in Virginia and one of only 48 
counties in the United States and Canada to 
receive this important award. By skillfully ac-
quiring all goods and services, including pro-
fessional services and construction for 
Loudoun County Government operations, the 
LCDP has continued to exude excellence. 
This has helped many businesses throughout 
Loudoun to receive the tools they need to ad-
vance and prosper. 

This accolade exemplifies the great levels of 
service which the division provides to its citi-
zens. The LCDP has succeeded in its mission 
to provide resources and strengthen the eco-
nomic stability of the Loudoun County area 
and has successfully created an environment 
which conveys expertise and excellence. I am 
certain that it has the resources and the back-
ing to continue this trend and live up to its rep-
utation. 

Mr. Speaker, this is an institution which 
helps the American people to thrive and to live 
out their aspirations within Loudoun. It em-
bodies accomplishing the American dream by 
giving our citizens a chance to let their ideas 
grow. I would ask my colleagues to join me in 
congratulating the Loudoun County Division of 
Procurement. I wish this institution continued 
success in the future. 
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TRIBUTE TO BARB AND LANNY 
WALKER 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 7, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor Barb and Lanny 
Walker of Council Bluffs, Iowa, on the very 
special occasion of their 50th wedding anni-
versary. They were married on June 4, 1966 
at Henderson Christian Church in Henderson, 
Iowa. 

Barb and Lanny’s lifelong commitment to 
each other, their children and grandchildren 
truly embodies Iowa values. As they reflect on 
their 50th anniversary, I hope it is filled with 
happy memories. May their commitment grow 
even stronger as they continue to love, cher-
ish, and honor one another for many years to 
come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 50th year together and I wish them 
many more. I know my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives will 
join me in congratulating them on this momen-
tous occasion. 
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RECOGNIZING NORTHWEST 
INDIANA’S NEWEST CITIZENS 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 7, 2016 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure and sincerity that I take this 

time to congratulate twenty-five individuals 
who will take their oath of citizenship on Fri-
day, September 16, 2016. This memorable oc-
casion, presided over by Judge Philip Simon, 
will be held at the United States Courthouse 
and Federal Building in Hammond, Indiana. 

America is a country founded by immi-
grants. From its beginning, settlers have come 
from countries around the world to the United 
States in search of better lives for their fami-
lies. Oath ceremonies are a shining example 
of what is so great about the United States of 
America—that people from all over the world 
can come together and unite as members of 
a free, democratic nation. These individuals 
realize that nowhere else in the world offers a 
better opportunity for success than here in 
America. 

On September 16, 2016, the following peo-
ple, representing many nations throughout the 
world, will take their oaths of citizenship in 
Hammond, Indiana: Jolly Rameshchandra 
Joshi, Placido Agustin Lopez Garcia, Gun 
Margaret Porter, Mei Han, Huong Ngoc Kha, 
Albino Akon Ibrahim Akon, Sergio Alaniz, 
Rozeta Bajmakoska, Anjin Balleza Carter, 
Patty Ann Veronica Cornwall, Morten Ring 
Eskildsen, Shylaja Balakrisnan, Balakrishnan 
Rajagopala Iyer, Jihwan Jeff Jeong, Vania 
Nshuti Kagabo, Elizabeth Lopez de Martinez, 
Pedro Martin Marin, Celia Martinez de 
Campos, Patricia Navarrete-Arceo, Yejee Oh, 
Pamellah Akinyi Otieno Owilli, Ericka 
Alejandra Sanchez, Oretha Fannie Smith, Abel 
Soto, and Shuhui Grace Yang. 

Although each individual has sought to be-
come a citizen of the United States for his or 
her own reasons, be it for education, occupa-
tion, or to offer their loved ones better lives, 
each is inspired by the fact that the United 
States of America is, as Abraham Lincoln de-
scribed it, a country ‘‘. . .of the people, by the 
people, and for the people.’’ They realize that 
the United States is truly a free nation. By 
seeking American citizenship, they have made 
the decision that they want to live in a place 
where, as guaranteed by the First Amendment 
of the Constitution, they can practice religion 
as they choose, speak their minds without fear 
of punishment, and assemble in peaceful pro-
test should they choose to do so. 

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask you and my 
other distinguished colleagues to join me in 
congratulating these individuals who will be-
come citizens of the United States of America 
on September 16, 2016. They, too, are Amer-
ican citizens, and they, too, are guaranteed 
the inalienable rights to life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. We, as a free and demo-
cratic nation, congratulate them and welcome 
them. 
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HONORING ELIZABETH MARY 
BURKO 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 7, 2016 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I, along with 
my colleague, Representative MIKE THOMP-
SON, rise today in memory of Elizabeth ‘‘Liz’’ 
Mary Burko who gave nearly thirty years of 
service to the California Department of Parks 
and Recreation, and whose career was re-
cently commemorated by a bridge dedication 
in her name in Bodega Bay, California. 
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